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Case Study #2: Intern Student
1. Contextual & Student Information:

a. Description: In the general education classroom, by the classroom door, before school starts, with K, for about 5-10 minutes, via speech, total number of observations is 10 times.
 

I choose to conduct this study with this particular student because this project will allow me to delve into the causes of her communication breakdowns as well as implement language intervention(s) hoping to see a change in the number of communication breakdowns that she has.  I also chose to conduct this study with K in the classroom because this is the only time that I was able to talk to her in her most natural context.
b. Topics Discussed: listed from most, to least frequently discussed

· School
· Family

· Past Events
· Future Events

· Friends
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[image: image2.emf]School Family Past Events Future Events Friends

10.19.09 2 2 4 0 1

10.22.09 2 2 2 0 0

10.26.09 2 1 0 1 1

10.29.09 2 1 1 1 0

11.2.09 3 2 0 0 0

11.4.09 3 2 0 1 0

11.10.09 3 1 1 0 0

11.12.09 4 2 1 1 1

11.17.09 4 2 2 2 0

11.18.09 2 2 2 1 0

Total 27 17 13 7 3


**I choose to collect frequency data because I did not want to be preoccupied with looking at the clock.
2. Language Assessment Information:

a. Communication Breakdown Indicators (CB) : 
I only observed K to have one type of communication breakdown when talking to me during my observation time.  During K’s communication breakdowns, K breaks eye contact, her eyebrows raise, her lips move to one side of her mouth, her posture becomes flaccid, her head either moves to the side or downward, and she usually doesn’t say anything.  If she does say something, she will typically say very quietly, “I don’t know,” and either change the subject or just walk away.
b. CB by topics: listed from most, to least severe
· School

· Past Events

· Future Events

· Friends
· Family
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[image: image4.emf]School Future Events Past Events Friends Family

10.26.09 1 1 0 1 1

10.29.09 1 1 1 0 0

11.2.09 2 0 0 0 0

11.4.09 2 0 0 0 0

11.10.09 2 0 1 0 0

11.12.09 2 1 0 1 0

11.17.09 1 1 1 0 0

11.18.09 1 0 0 0 0

Total 12 4 3 2 1


**I choose to collect frequency data because I did not want to be preoccupied with looking at the clock.

3. Language Intervention Information:

a. Topic focused upon: School.
It is hard for K to talk about school when she is not in the context of the particular subject.  We mostly talked about school in the beginning of the day and when school subjects were out of context for her at that time.  This was the topic that K had the most communication breakdowns with and this topic came up in most conversations.
b. Most likely causes of CB on this topic, listed in order of importance:
1. She does not ask questions when she does not understand, which causes confusion, which causes her communication breakdowns.
2. She has a hard time formulating grammatical sentences and/or questions the way she has intended for them so she may not always receive the answer she needs in order to eliminate some or all of her confusion.
c. Statement of resulting language goal:
· When the intervention strategy, indirect linguistic cues, is implemented in our morning conversation, K will have less frequency of communication breakdowns by recognizing, stopping and repairing the communication breakdown 2 out of 5 times.

· I want to try to scaffold K’s thinking by modeling and prompting her to produce the targeted communication behavior; such as, recognizing when you do not understand something and then, ask questions to clarify your thinking.  
d. Brief description of your language intervention strategy:
· Indirect Linguistic – I believe that if I model and prompt K to produce the targeted communication behavior, she will start to scaffold her thinking; recognizing when she does not understand and asking questions to clarify her thinking.
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**I choose to collect frequency data because I did not want to be preoccupied with looking at the clock.

e. Brief description of the impact of your language intervention strategy:
· There is a reduction upon the occurrence and frequency of the communication breakdown after implementing the indirect linguistic language intervention strategy
4. Reflections:

Reflect upon and share what you NOW know vs. what you knew at the onset of the second observation study? 
· 
In the beginning of this course, I would not have been able tell you about communication breakdowns nor would I have been able to correctly identify a communication breakdown.  Throughout this course, I feel that I have learned a lot about the conversations I have with other people.  I believe that I now have a better understanding about when communication breakdowns occur.  I am able to recognize the indicators that are present when experiencing a communication breakdown, both in myself and in other people, and I am able to identify that as a communication breakdown.  Being able to recognize a communication breakdown is a huge step in communicating with students in a classroom.  Now that I carry this knowledge, I feel that I will be able to implement communication breakdowns with language intervention strategies to help decrease the amount of communication breakdowns that a child has, hoping that the child will start to recognize and repair their own communication breakdowns.

a. Causes of Language Problems:
· Completing these two Observational Case Studies helped me to come to the realization as to how many communication breakdowns really occur within our daily conversations.  One very important thing that I have taken from this assignment is learning how I can prevent communication breakdowns from happening or reduce the amount of communication breakdowns that occur by implementing a language intervention strategy.  
b. Carrying out a Language Assessment:
· I know that I can prevent communication breakdowns if I eliminate distractions from conversations as well as communicate with one another in a way that is reachable to the student.
·  I feel that throughout these assignments I have become better with anticipating communication breakdowns with other people because I now know what to look for in communication breakdowns.  I am able to recognize the reoccurring patterns of behavior, which include the three channels; motorical, verbal, and visual cues of a person.  
     c. Designing & Implementing Language Intervention Efforts:
· I thought it was pretty cool to implement language interventions during this case study.  I saw the past intervention strategy starting to hit my goal that I had set for this student.  I wish that we would have had more time to see a bigger result in our language intervention strategy.  Also, if we would have had more time, I would have like to implement a second language intervention strategy.  I think that K would have also benefitted from recasting.  
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				School		Family		Past Events		Future Events		Friends

		10.19.09		2		2		4		0		1

		10.22.09		2		2		2		0		0

		10.26.09		2		1		0		1		1

		10.29.09		2		1		1		1		0

		11.2.09		3		2		0		0		0

		11.4.09		3		2		0		1		0

		11.10.09		3		1		1		0		0

		11.12.09		4		2		1		1		1

		11.17.09		4		2		2		2		0

		11.18.09		2		2		2		1		0

		Total		27		17		13		7		3






_1320202547.xls
Sheet1

				School		Future Events		Past Events		Friends		Family

		10.26.09		1		1		0		1		1

		10.29.09		1		1		1		0		0

		11.2.09		2		0		0		0		0

		11.4.09		2		0		0		0		0

		11.10.09		2		0		1		0		0

		11.12.09		2		1		0		1		0

		11.17.09		1		1		1		0		0

		11.18.09		1		0		0		0		0

		Total		12		4		3		2		1






